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DO V þ 9 9. me to give you tins 
Account of the Death of the 
Widow at the CROW N-INN--it © 
the Metropolis of this Country; 

and how Affairs have gone 1 
you left the Place. | 

The Widow, you know, was a good fort | 
of a Woman ſhe was pious and ' charitable; 
and did a DEM deal of Good among her poor 
Neighbours: Went conſtantly to the Pariſh» 
 Chinch on Sundays, and in General had the 


Character of a canſcientious motherly Woman. 


Her Husband, whilſt he lived, was one f 
the honeſteſt Men breathing: 'Tis true he 
would take his Glaſs in Company, as all his 
Country men will do: But he was a downright _ 
honeſt Fellow, and lov d the Town ; and 
we ſhall never forget how tightly he ſtood by 
us when Sir acob, our High Sheriff, would 
have infri on our Rig he 1 Poar 
Wt he kept her _ 


Advice whilſt TORY 
be 


he lived, and the whole Country was heartil 
ſorry for his Death having not left an 3 
ſter Man behind him in the Pariſh. 


— - 


But what need I tell you things which : 


you are as well acquainted with as my ſelf, 


only to refreſh your Memory in ſome Paſſages . 
previous to your Requeſt? You gefire to know 
the Diſpoſition of the Eſtate Mund how the 


, - 


Three Farms ſtand affected at this Day. 


You remember at her firſt coming to the 


Houſe, ſhe found the Debts of an old Law- 
Snit to be paid, which had laſted long, and a 


new one juſt ready to begin, which no body ; 
could gueſs the Event of. Money there was 
little or none in the Houſe; and only a few 


Exchequer Notes, which no body but the Ex- 


- * ciſeman would take for Ready Money. 
Her Tenants and Cuſtomers were very un- 
willing to ſee her ruined ; and as ſhe had 


treated them very handſomely- at her Houſe: 


againſt all Oppoſers. _ By Oppoſers you 


the Ex- 


Pretending he was a real Branch of the anti- 
ent Family of the Shute's, formerly Lords 
of: the MANOR; and brought a Writ of E- 


always made it his bufiieſs to entertain 


* 1 
1 * 


' warming, they ſwore they would fand by her 


who they meant: For it was by this time 
_. certainly known, that old ; 
tortioner, had {et up a Comperitor apainſt her, 


ment in his Name, and feed Council - 
inſt the Widow. This Savage is one who 
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to {ue for Compoſition, 1 ng 
f appointed on bot! 
- Jow . 0 


lers, Chamberlain, Tapfeer, r run _ 
f * the Exciſe, 


TE © 


ala nd then maintain them by troubleſome Law- © | 
Suits till at laſt he has ſnareda handſome Com. —=| 
$7 tion for himſelf, - You cannot chuſe too 4 
but know, that both by Will and Deed.of _ 
Gift. the "Houſe it ſelf as well as the Three 
Farms had been ſetled on her near Kinſman 
Mr. WRIG HT, (a Man whom all the 


honeſt Tenants wiſhed to ſucceed her) as well : 


in her Life, as in the time of her Predeceſſor. 
Io be ſhort (as you mult needs know) a 
| Sb Suit commenced ; and becauſe it | 
ſhould not lye too hard upon the Widow, ma. 


ny of her Friends became Parties to it. Ho- 
neſt John Truſty, by general Conſent was 


made chief Agent in the Cauſe, who the firſt 
Term put the Widow's Affairs in a good Po- 


ſture; FRE for ſeveral 7erms following was 2 
e gaining one Advantage or other 
over her Adverſaries; ſo that ay ia now - - 


] * 9 Lan 


ifing State ſtood Aare, when 
Pulpiteer, the Curate of High- 
to preach at Hockley, _— have . 


ary; 06 2 Sermon- for the 2 1 
ing pc Sedition among | 


d Cuſt infinuating, W ty ah began 

and Cuſtomers, that the | 
ſell in fort . Brew d with — 
Mall, and let her Lawyers, | Book-keepers, Of. 


He in- 


what ſhould pay the aighed 


lides ; but refuſing to _ > : 


ee, ie af Pon of — 
| 4 


T 
: . 


' "the Pariſh, and other Heads of the | 
for not repairing the CH VU R CH, one part 
of which he faid was damaged and ready 
to fall; whilſt the Conventicle, was up- 
held by ſome about her, and a Parcel of GYP- 
'SIES kept privately in the Barn to eat her 
out of Houſe and Home, - f 

The Fellow had a good Talent at Railing, 
and could run on with as much Impudence 
a8 a Mountebank exhibits his Pacquet : In 
ſhort the Poiſon worked fo ſubtly, that the 
whole Country was put in a Ferment. The 
Curate was taken up, and brought before the 
Bench of Juſtices ; where tho he was repri- 


2 


manded, and ordered to find Sureties for his 


| Good Behaviour for 3 Tears, yet it did not 


LE * 


3 quiet the People, who cry*d'out, The Church, 


The Church ! and ran up and down in Tu- 
mults, as tho” it had been falling on their 

Heads; whilſt to ſtrengthen. the matter, the 
Curate took a Journey round the Country, 
poſſeſſing the People that the Houſe was haun- 

ted, and bid them take care how they. came 
hear it any more, directing them to the Pope's 


head and Dagger, near the Croſs... 
At this time one Robin Sly-boots, a Welch 
Burton maker, x notorious cunning Fellow, 
and fam d for a Conjuren,” who had formerly 


pbhelonged to the Family, but was turned out, 


for making too bold wich the Nidom's Secrets. 
This Fellow took his l to cor- | 
rupt one of the Widow's Maids, by pretending =» 

n 2 ag 5 oh. . | to 
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do tell her her Fortune, which ſuch 


her one Day, as ſhe was ſweeping the Rooms, 
and making the Beds, he began 


| < that thou art à Pains-taking, induſtrious 


* Girl, and haſt lived a great while in thy 
Service without coming to any Advance: 
© ment. Iis true, you {weep the Rooms, 
% make the Beds, and get a little forry 
« Vails. of the -Gueſts, but tis Mrs. Sarab 
<« runs away with all the Profit, and keeps 
her whole Family at your Miſtreſſes charge. 
But tho ſhe now flouts the Widow, and 
flies and bounces like: bottled. Ale, thow 
<«. ſhalt one day, if thou tak ſt my Advice, 
come to be as high as ſhe: Remember it. 
Nah, I fay, thou ſhalt come to be a Lad) 4 


* Bleſs me, fays Nab, (with a ſimpering 


“ Countenance, knowing he had long had tne 
„ Reputation of a Conjurer) is it poſſible 
<< that I ſhould come to ſuch Preferment as 
e you ſay? That you may believe me, fas 
-  *& Robin, $0 preſently, and look on the Bed  * : 
jn the Green Room, there lies aCalicoe Gown 


and Peticoat, lin'd thro with the ſame; 


« ak your Miſtreſs fo ir, and ſhe will giv hey 
it you. As you find this true, believe me 

Nab, no longer able to contain her felt | 
flung down her Beſom, and ran to the place. 
where finding it as he had ſaid, ſhe returned 


9 
* * 


| overjoyed. _ 
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gigling 
WMWenches are generally fond of; ſo that taking 


in this manner: 


* Nab, ſays he, I have often taken notice | 


AM 


' 
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| ; : they did not yet tltink fit to turn out hon 


But, Mr. Shyboots, ſays Nab, how is 
this thing to be effected? PI! tell you, fays 


_ < Robm, — At Midnight, when all things 

© are quiet, you ſhall plant me in ſome Cor- 

* ner; and for the greater Solemnity I will 
have my Conjurers Gown on. You muſt on 

4 your part infuſe ſtrange things into her 


Head, and tell her as many Tales as you can 
of the Servants. Then bring in ſome talk 
« of the Curate; tell her what a good Man he 
4 is, and that he had always a great Reſpect 


for her ; inſinuate that the Deſign of bring- 


ing him before the Bench of Juſtices was 
to diſgrace the Churth, and that thoſe who 


were his Friends, ſhe may aſſure her ſelf 
are hers; and whilft ſhe is muũng on theſe 
„ things, for I know it will work on her Re- 
- © Hpgjous Spirit, I will appear, and then leave 
E thereſt to ne. | 


* 


- Nob, in the mean time, had got the Cown 


and Peticoat which Robin ſpoke of, and was 


pretty ſure the reſt of his Predictions would 
follow. In fine, the Widow. was ſo poſſeſſed 
ind deluded by Nab's whining, and this Con- 
Juring Raſcal's Cant, that, tho* otherwiſe a 


Woman of ' Senſe, ſhe grew perfectly enflam'd, 


i that without examining farther into the 


matter, giving Ear to Nabs Tales, ſhe pre- 

- ently began to reform her Family; and a 
great many of the honefteſt Tenants had war- 
Bing given them againft the next Quarter- 


day. However the. Law-Suit cone, 
* 


»— 
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(5), 


John che Kent. becauſe the taking the Papers 


out of his hands might be d exons to the 
CAUSE TY 


Among the reſt, to make. room for Robin, 
Ralph the Caſb-keeper was difmiſſed, a down- 


- ght honeſt. Fellow, and had held his Place 
| 15g with! great Inregtity; tho many of het 


Cuſtomers told her they would leave the 
Houſe, and ftand by her fg longer, if the | 
took theſe Courſes. * But all did not ag: 
every thing went as Robin adviſed; in fine 
turn d away all her old honeſt Servants, di- 
ſolved the Ci ub that was kept at her Houſe, 
and none were held in favour, but fuch as had | 
15 peared to be Friends to the Curate, or were 

bin's Creatures. Robin was firſt made Book- 
eper and Under-Cafo-keeper, and after Head | 

Ge wrt was Chat he all along aim 
He grew atigty now at being called 


5 Robin, and 9 would go "A but 


Slyboots at 


every = He changed his 


Sign, which was before the three Button-moles, 


and hung up in the room of it the Star and 
Garter tinely painted, and had as and Im- 
N enough to take the ty. 2 055 for 
upporters to. bis Sign-Poft. that he 
55 or did, if it may bear an For: Pun. 
Bob as 4 Kobin; he bog i in all his Friends, 
8 as pour: as Hoes to . 
aid fill their hun at the Widow's 
able; fuch an a W as were ha 
z 4 heart of Welch Crates | 
NO Brick- 


"7 40) 
duſt, &c. and among the reſt advanced Harry 
Aucumy, the Brazier, an audacious, lewd young 
Fellow. to be one of the Clerks of the Brew- 
houſe. This was a docible young Dog for Robin's 
Purpoſe, and by a pert wayof ſpeaking in the 
ub, dextrouſly advanc'd the Reputation of 
Robin's Proceedings. In ſhort, all went ſwim- 
mingly in the INN for a Year or two, and 


- 


the Rogues with thriving Faces, careſſed one 
another in their Iniquity. . 
But they found the Lam · Suit began to hang 
heavy on their Hands ; they had not the 
ſame Credit that the former Servants had to 
borrow Money, and they had none of their 
own to lend: The Rino was wanted to pay 
Fees, and the Tenants were very backward to 
advance more ; fo that finding they were like 
to bring an old Houſe upon their heads if they 
went on, they were reſolved at any rate to come 
to an Accomodation ; and Harry Aucumy was 
ſent. privately to old Savages Houſe to treat 
about it, tho' they had ſtill told the Tenants 
it ſhould, be . puſh'd on vigorouſly next Term, 
and conſtantly got Money out of them for that 
Won NT ²˙ V | 
Thinking their Buſineſs was now done, they 
put honeſt John Truſly out of the Agency, 
and like a Parcel of ungrateful Curs, ſet their 
Black Guard to pelt him; but the honeſt Peo- 
ple of the Town could not forbear. expreſſing 
their Love in reſpect to his upright and judici- 
ous dealing. by welcoming him Home with loud 


Acc lamat a ions, which frerted the Rogues to | the 
OO CO e 
* | F 7 W4 9 | *O , 


4 G 56 | by | 
- 51 


0 3 

Plucks te to ſce him ſo careſſed, by whoſe 850d 
Management the Cauſe had been brought to 
that Tae: that Judgement was order'd to be 
enter'd up, and e would certainly have 
followed the very next Term. It will be te- 
dious to relate al the intricate Paſſages of the 
Law, and how the Widow's Friends refolv'd 
to carry the Cauſe on without her, but that 
Robin had ordered the new Agent Jacob 
wk to ſtifle many of the chief Witneſſes, by 
ich the 1 8 Attorney 4025 means 
to ſtop Jud 0 455 
'© To- amule the Tenants, who they N | 
would be alarm'd at this Proceeding it was 
given out, that the Widow's Friends had not 
paid their ſhare of the Law-Charges, but that 
all the Burden had lain upon her, which had 
run her grievouſly in Debt, and that ſhe 
was in a manner forc'd to a Compoſition, and 
had Offers now of a * good one, much to 
the Advantage of her ſelf and her Friends. 

This took with the filly People, and in ſpight 
of all the Tntreaties of her honeſt Tenants, an 
Agreement ſoon fol lowed, which however 
had taken up more time and Money to effect, 
; than would have decided it at Cm Law. 
Lis true we burnt our Faggor-ſtacks, ſet 
the Bells a ringing, and illumined our Win- 
dows, but we ſoon experienc'd, that Humilia- | 
| ion. Jak have become us better. The Houſe 
oft its Trade, and no body in Town almoſt 


| any thing to do. People to ſee into 
t 9 1 — 


— — by 


in uled us 15 quarter d 1555 p- 
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the Shutes W in ſu | 
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Cauld be. found to help them. Our old Friends 


ed againſt us, as a treacherous and 

deen and ſhunm d the Town, an 11 
dut new ones apparently lighted us, tho 125 
bad dene them ſuch ſignal Setvice: Nox | 
could we ſo much as bann to have the arr 


7 ter-Sefſions kept here, tho' our Credit bef 9 


uſed to draw every Body to us. 

They began to cavil boo at the Widow's 
Will in 1 of Mr. WR G H T, and in 
they durſt not openly declare themſelves, yet 
tis known they were endeavouring to invei- 


* le the People into an Opinion of young 


hute's s Title, and diſpers d Papers to prove 


47 it, nor did they uſe Mr. WRIOHT as tho they 
ever expected he would come to the Eſtate, 


All we could do was to wiſh them hang d be- 

. they ſhould ; Ing it to pals; for you 
w we 55 the young Fellow heartily g 

ather Sir Tacbh (if he was honeſtly ber 


bn us; threaten'd our Charter, and pla 
Devil for God's lake * the whole 2010 


| El we were fain, to ſend him packing; 


and tis very well known. the 1 Young Rogue 
will never ANTE: 32 Ink... - 
"The Widow being to {cd oe 10 61d as 
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ver thing was ated with the fame” Gail | 
Your, and ſeem d to be pulling on our Ruin, 


E 


whilſt our "Agents at home, out of the poor 
neſs of Spirit, durſt not wag a Tongue or 3 


expo by him, they lay ſo open and ſo 


oor Ctr! Re ogyeries he was privy to 
!' what could relieve thee but 


ele?! r wh prion thy 0 3 but 
Ag Ir "Oe 52 Probidence, Kn d 


that eternal Providence, which had reſcu d t e 


vou believe it, Sir, it theſe De erados Hav- 
ing no other wa to thelter themſelves, were juſt 
entering into à Conſpiracy to underthine 6s Nr. 
. Imerk; Sor Ar 

ope's-head. "Ws; 


in thelike 'Cifes of ithiminent Die 7 Would 


34 fog rade eg 


It süd not be exp. ed that blehkalpctr. 


ed in Miſchief thouldJong agree among them- 
Telves] Which Maxim dis very probable pro- 


HE du ed ente old Proverb ; When R 1170 and 


their 
ſe; the 


e ont 1 Men cine . 
1712500 les 
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. — — 0 od that 
the Houſe"! . 5 a. Boy At WRT 
ſo « ind de Robin = 1 


Art Ane 15 
ane wth Det Robi TE 


9 ele Vi 
wo alder bee a Fellow 


2 * 


; by 
_ rit, and that his; dier quite baulk'd the 


Cauſe : Les, ſays 


- * 
* 


came to an open Rupture, 


him with Ingratitude, and. told hum, © 


« took him up an idle, Jooſe, young Fellow, 
« ſtragling about the Town, When he had 


« hardly nine Pence in his Pocket to go to a 


« Whore withal ; that he brought him ac- 
1 2 at the ¶idow's, and put him into 
« Buſineſs he migh: live handſomely. upon, 


« if he had the Grace to follow it; but that 
it was plain he was as looſe as ever, and his 
Management would be the Ruin of his Mi- 


« ſtreſs, if he went on as he begun. Harry 


« juſtly fired at this Language, call'd him 
muddy-headed Fellow, and ſaid, If it had not 


* been for him his Miffreſs might have made 
a more advantageous Compoſition. Robin, in 


return to that, upbraided-him with his hair _ 
brain d Negotiations, and that he ſuffer d him 


ſelf to be made drunk, and over- reached at old 


Savage 's, where, ſays he, unleſs your Inter- 
view With young Shute (for which 1 hope 


to ſee you hang d,) a few fine Conge 
and two or three lewd Intrigues, the rel 
was owing to your Companion Matt. the 


Tavern-Boy, who was fain to carry Brains for 


X 
a = 


his Maſter. Harry could hardly contain him _ 
EY e 8 l Tak SO tate - 
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may be a means 5 Jour Nec 15 you | 
take Example by it, and.a& with a little more 
Deliberation and Gravity. This. in the end 
to a Ruptu fo that one Day a- 

bove the reſt they fell to it Pel- mel before the 
Widow. Robin among other things ch. 555 | 


+ 
! 
| 
| 
| 
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Kr, ilk ivcy ded” Brow 40 1 him, 
| hee Rad nbither Brains: 99 any other pa has | 
ralſe him above the iRer of a Trich/er: 
We know now, fays, he, why: none Cy 
Tom could be trufted at Mr. W RIGHTS; b 
thou waſt e vet a trimtnipg, equivocal Natel, 
and vdo t fo cott inue 
Sim the Serivener put in a Word ön the ure 
fide, whom Nobin took up very ſmartly. 
for your part, ſays Robin, did I not raife 
Noc 2 Pref Joker to be what you are, a os | 
from writing hackney up and down, lent % 
25 fu pay your Pell rg p'd you! to tive lik 
a Man, end you to onſpl 2 nie tov + But 
8.5 ph rapp upon he the re 
—_ alt as oy af beggarly 
Fun oz ? Thou wert always 4 
3 Sin. e 5 d. 2h be e 7 te: 
too 0 et Pipe at 
75 — ſhe {aid is not 9 155 0 
Tee heard all this with a mixture of 
Grief and Surptize ; but above all the won- | 
dered to hear them Halkof a better Compoſiti- 
on, when 97 bad a along been told, ir was 


go ew d rr perceived now 


by Rodin, who 
he derclar d, "has PR one word of 
truth from 1 5 : ſo that foʒt 
the prefent ſeem d to his Por. Robin 
was otder'd to deliver up his Books, "Which 
wete ſoon after given to the Chamberlain, one 


.of the hotieſtelt Servants in the Family, which 
0 * che e re — ; 


for 


. 


(619590 


for as he was known to be very well affected 
to Mr. WRIOH Ts Title, it ſhewed her 
own Inchnation: thereto, by pitching on a 


Perſon ſo very acceprable. This * | 
had paſſed a' current Rumour for fore time, . 


that they had been tampering with her to 
transfer the Eſtate to young Shute, after her 


Deccaſe, contrary to Law. How true it is, ; 


God knows, 2 — they were diſappoint- 
ed. And Ican aſſure you ſhe told ſome. of 
her Friends, that ſhe: bad often repented the 
diſmiſſing her old Servants, who had ſerved 
her Ein inlly, and given Conteiit to her Cu- 
ſtomers ; und if it pleaſed God to grant her 
Life and Health, ſhe would makea NY great 
ftteration in Affairs. 128 


But in ſhort, what chro- ths; Grief. and 


Fright ſhe had/conceived at their unmannerly 
Behaviour before her, and the Anguiſh of a 
former Diſtemper, 


end to her Liſe, for: which the whole Town 

as a Mont good, and charitable Woman, whom 
it mayche 

rom tothe Gnaut. — 

Immedustely after ſhe expir d, ths 1 

took Poſſeſſion of the Premiſes in Mr. WRNOHITS 

Name l cannot deſcribe the inſinite Jo on 


this Occaſiom and chat wonderful Satisfaction 
les Countenances: — 


that appeared} in Peog 
was aRed with that —_— any Jn 


23 4A 


it threw the Palm into her 
HFead with ſuch Violence, that it ſoon put an 


2 general Concern, and lamented her x 
truly ſaid, bey brought Tag: r- | 


ing one of the Feofees in Truſt for him. 


® 


: * 
25 
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that Cheerfulneſs and Alacrity, 2s ſcemed 


plainly to prognoſticate our future Good: No 


one was wanting to do his part; nay, even 


the Parſon of the Pariſh, tho crazy with Age 
and Infirmities, yet appear d abroad that Day 
to countenance Mr. WR 1'6 H 's Title, be- 


Poor Harry Aucumy, indeed, appeared un- 
der a very deep preſſure of mind; not ſo 
much it, the Loſs of the idom, as the 
ſole Power and Grandeur he conceived: him- 


ſelf fallen from, and the Inconveniences his 
| mnt might bring him into; for he 


new in his Conſcience he ſhould find it a dif- 


ficult matter to acquit himſelf honeſtly to Mr. 


WRIOG HT. This occaſion'd a viſible Al- 


teration in his Countenance, and poor Harry 


looked as queer and dejected as one of the 


Vulgar. He put himſelf in cloſe Mourmng, 


and exploded all Lewdneſs for nine Days, 


which you know is the ultimate date of all 


niſb, the Head- Tapſter, a queer 
Fellow of Bob's preferring; Sam. Peticoat,the 
Tos Will. ildfire, Harry 


; Wonders, eſpecially with Harry. 22 es- 


Warehouſe-keeper 's.In- 


imate 3 Dink, the Powder-Monkey, and Nob, 


* 


his Siſter, with ſome others ſeem to lament 
With the ſaine Humiliation and Concern the 


great Viciſſitude of Fortune 


WMe expect our neu Landlord with the ut- 
 _ , moſt Impatience; and then you ſhall have. 2 
' fartherAccount of what happens; aſſuring you, 


that-this leaves us under the moſt. 2 | 
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( 21) 
Aſpect of having our Affairs retrievd again 
from the languiſhing Condition the une 
Years had thrown them into; and perhaps 
never ſaw a more viſible Spirit of Jort 
appears at pr eſent. 

* oe. 


PS At At arry is dilmiſs d 
from his Clerkſbip, b * — ker Mr. Wzrcar, 


and a Padlock clapp'd on the Counting boſe 
Juſt now I learn from a Freind that 
counts are ay hem Song aa 
Speculations. We are like to have a great Sef- 


an time. Bob laughs * 
Sleeve. 
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